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During  the  year  1895  the  area  °f  the  West  Kent  Combined  Sanitary  District  has 
been  altered. 

At  a  Conference  of  Representatives  of  the  Councils  forming  the  Combination, 
held  shortly  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Harris  Butterfield,  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(which  took  place  on  May  1st,  1895),  the  Mailing  Rural  District  Council  decided  to  with¬ 
draw  ;  and  the  Combination  now  includes  the  Rural  Districts  of  Bromley,  Cranbrook; 
Maidstone,  Sevenoaks,  Tenterden  and  Tonbridge,  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Sevenoaks, 
Southborough,  Tenterden  and  Tonbridge. 


Your  present  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed  on  Sept.  19th  last,  and 
commenced  duties  on  Oct.  7th,  and  a  report  is  therefore  due  from  him  from  this  latter  date 
to  the  end  of  the  year,  embracing  a  period  of  less  than  three  months.  As  a  report  for 
such  a  short  period  must  necessarily  be  of  little  value,  and  would  contain  no  vital  statistics 
applicable  to  the  whole  or  any  definite  part  of  the  year,  he  has  at  some  considerable  trouble, 
but  with  the  approval  of  the  Councils  and  the  Local  Government  Board,  collected  the 
statistics  for  the  whole  year  and  tabulated  them  on  the  lines  adopted  in  former  reports, 
and  by  this  means  the  continuous  record  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  Districts  will  not  be 
broken,  although  the  details  must  necessarily  be  of  a  very  limited  character  both  in  this 
general  and  also  in  the  separate  reports. 

In  collecting  a  large  number  of  figures  under  somewhat  unfavourable  circum¬ 
stances  the  Medical  Officer  has  endeavoured  to  ensure  thorough  accuracy  and  does  not 
think  there  can  be  any  errors  likely  to  affect  rates  or  deductions  drawn  from  those  figures  ; 
should,  however,  any  inaccuracies  of  detail  be  noticed,  he  will  be  glad  to  have  his  attention 
called  to  them. 

The  area  is  268,433  acres,  or  nearly  420  square  miles. 

The  population,  estimated  by  the  method  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General,  was 
134,383  at  the  middle  of  the  year. 

Births.  In  1893,  the  number  of  births  registered  was  3,488,  including  1,698  of 
males,  and  1,790  of  females.  The  birth-rate  per  1,000  persons  estimated  to  be  living  in 
the  combined  district  was  25.9. 

The  lowest  birth-rates  were  20.4  in  the  Sevenoaks  Urban  District,  and  23.0  in 
the  Cranbrook  Rural  District.  The  highest  birth-rates  registered  were  27.8  in  the  Ton- 
bridge  Urban  District,  and  28.3  in  the  Southborough  Urban  District. 


Deaths.  The  deaths  numbered  1,993,  including  1,008  of  males  and  983  of 


females. 


The  general  death-rate  of  the  Combination  was  15.0,  and  the  fluctuation  of  it  is 
shewn  in  Table  I. 

The  lowest  death-rates  -were  10. o  and  12.9  in  the  Sevenoaks  and  Southborough 
Urban  Districts,  whilst  the  highest  recorded  were  19.3  in  the  Maidstone  Rural  District, 
and  22.0  in  the  Tenterden  Urban  District. 

Zymotic  Diseases.  The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
were  126,  including  5  from  scarlet  fever,  29  from  diphtheria,  4  from  enteric  fever,  15  from 
measles,  25  from  whooping-cough,  and  48  from  diarrhoea. 

The  death-rate  from  these  diseases  was  0.91.  The  lowest  zymotic  death-rates 
were  0.3  in  both  the  Sevenoaks  and  Southborough  Urban  Districts,  and  0.5  in  the  Seven- 
oaks  Rural  District.  The  highest  recorded  were  1.6  and  2.0  in  the  Maidstone  Rural,  and 
Tenterden  Urban  Districts. 


Infant  Mortality.  The  infant  mortality  is  calculated  by  the  number  of  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  to  each  1,000  births  registered.  In  the  whole  Combination  it 
was  107,  and  ranged  from  81  and  88  in  the  Tenterden  and  Southborough  Urban  Districts 
to  138  and  139  in  the  Tonbridge  and  Maidstone  Rural  Districts. 

Infections  Diseases.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  “  Infectious  Disease 
Notification  Act,”  which  has  been  in  force  throughout  the  District  since  1890,  950  cases 
were  notified. 

They  include  9  cases  of  small-pox,  648  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  144  cases  of 
diphtheria,  5  cases  of  membranous  croup,  47  cases  of  enteric  fever,  3  cases  of  puerperal 
fever,  and  94  cases  of  erysipelas. 

Small-pox.  Nine  cases  were  reported  throughout  the  whole  year,  none  of 
which,  however,  proved  fatal. 


Scarlet  Fever.  Six  hundred  and  forty-eight  cases  were  reported,  and  the 
deaths  which  were  5,  represented  a  case  mortality  of  0.7  per  cent. 

The  largest  number  of  cases  in  the  Rural  Districts  was  178  with  one  death  in  the 
Tonbridge  District,  and  102  with  one  death  in  the  Sevenoaks  District. 

In  the  Urban  Districts,  Tonbridge,  with  181  cases  and  one  death  suffered  the 
most  severely. 

Diphtheria.  The  cases  of  diphtheria  reported  were  144,  with  29  deaths  as 
against  268  with  52  deaths  in  1894. 

The  case  mortality  from  this  disease  which  had  decreased  from  32.1  per  cent,  in 
1892  to  23.7  per  cent,  in  1893  and  19-4  per  cent,  in  1894,  showed  a  slight  rise  to  20.1  per 
cent,  in  1895. 


Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  each  quarter  of  1895  : 


QUARTER. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

DEATHS.  PERCENTAGE  OF  DEATHS. 

1st. 

23 

5 

21.7 

2nd. 

34 

5 

H-7 

3rd. 

45 

6 

13-3 

4th. 

42 

J3 

3°-9 

Compared  with 

1894,  diphtheria  declined  considerably 

in  the  Rural  District  of 

Bromley,  falling  from  41  cases  and  16  deaths  to  24  cases  and  4  deaths  ;  :r»  the  Tonbridge 
Rural  District  from  20  cases  to  12  cases,  with,  however,  one  more  death.  Sevenoaks 
Rural  District  had  28  cases  and  5  deaths  as  against  32  cases  and  2  deaths  in  1894. 

All  the  Urban  Districts  show  a  considerable  decrease,  with  the  exception  of 
Tenterden,  which  had  2  cases  and  1  death  as  against  1  case  and  no  death  in  1894. 
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Membranous  Croup  was  5  times  notified,  one  of  the  cases  proving  fatal. 

Enteric  Fever.  Forty-seven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  of  which 
4  were  fatal,  as  against  54  cases  and  15  deaths  in  1894. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Rural  Districts  of  Sevenoaks,  Tonbridge,  Cranbrook, 
Tenterden,  and  the  Urban  District  of  Southborough,  which  all  show  a  very  slight  increase, 
there  was  a  considerable  decrease  of  cases  and  deaths,  which  was  most  marked  in  the 
Bromley  Rural  District,  the  cases  and  deaths  falling  from  20  and  6  in  1894  to  *4  an<3  no 
deaths  in  1895. 

Erysipelas  fell  from  152  cases  and  9  deaths  in  1894  to  94  eases  and  5  deaths 
in  1895.  The  deaths  occurred  one  in  each  of  the  Rural  Districts  of  Tonbridge  and 
Cranbrook,  one  in  the  Urban  District  of  Southborough,  and  two  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Maidstone. 

Influenza  was  returned  as  the  cause  of  71  deaths,  as  against  35  in  1894. 
47  deaths  occurred  in  the  first,  14  in  the  second,  4  in  the  third,  and  6  in  the  fourth  quarter. 

The  majority  of  these  deaths  were  complicated  by  pneumonia  and  bronchitis. 

Consumption.  The  deaths  from  consumption  were  177,  giving  a  death-rate 
from  this  disease  of  1.31. 

48  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter,  50  in  the  second,  37  in  the  third,  and  42  in 
the  fourth. 


The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1895  was,  according  to  the 
Registrar-General’s  summary  of  quarterly  returns,  30.3  per  1000  of  the  population;  the 
general  death-rate  18.7  per  1000,  which  shows  an  increase  of  2.1  per  1000  on  the  low 
rate  of  the  previous  year,  but  is  0.2  below  the  average  of  the  ten  years  1885 — 1894  5  the 
infant  mortality  161  ;  and  the  zymotic  death-rate  2.14  per  1000. 


Table  I.  Tile  General  Death-rate,  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  the  Infant  Mortality  in  the  West  Kent  Sanitary  Combination  i 


/ 


Table  II.  The  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  of  the  West  Kent  Combination,  showing  the  General  Death-rates,  the  Zymoti 
Death-rates,  and  the  Infant  Mortality  in  each  of  the  live  years  ending  December  31st,  1895. 
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Table  IV.  rile  number  ot  Deaths  from  all  causes  and  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  with  their  Death-rates  ;  the  principal  causes  of  Death  and  the  Infant 
Mortality  in  the  West  Kent  Combined  Sanitary  District  in  each  Quarter  of  1895. 


Table  V.  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  West  Kent  Combined  Sanitary 
District  during  the  past  ten  years  and  in  1895. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

1885 

1886 

>-< 

00 

00 

vi 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

Average 

of 

ten  years 

1895 

Small  Pox  ... 

12 

1 1 

2 

2-5 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

5 

1 

5 

7 

6 

5 

6 

21 

13 

7-4 

5 

Diphtheria  ... 

34 

28 

43 

18 

25 

34 

23 

56 

79 

51 

39-i 

29 

Fevers 

21 

15 

J7 

18 

h 

9 

l3 

6 

15 

12 

14.0 

4 

Measles 

40 

37 

4i 

12 

34 

19 

47 

20 

20 

*3 

28.3 

15 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

52 

30 

19 

55 

27 

64 

76 

22 

3° 

60  , 

43-5 

25 

Diarrhoea 

27 

79 

57 

31 

4° 

20 

i7 

34 

44 

19 

36.8 

48 

Total  of  Zymotics ... 

191 

203 

00 

►H 

139 

147 

152 

181 

146 

cr> 

0 

c-i 

168 

171.6 

126 

Other  Zymotics  .. 

63 

43 

39 

31 

27 

56 

63 

156 

104 

62 

64.4 

77 

Totals  ... 

254 

248 

217 

170 

17+ 

208 

244 

3°2 

3*3 

230 

236.0 

203 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH. 


